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Emerald Empire Detachment #917 

Department of Oregon 
Marine Corps League 

Paul Grinde, Junior Vice Commandant 
P.O. Box 70455 

Springfield, OR 97475 
(541) 704-0150 

 
mcldet917@gmail.com 

 

Detachment Facebook Page: MCL Detachment 917 
 

Detachment Web Site: https://marinecorpsleaguedet917.org 
 

Department Web Site:  https://mcloregon.org/ 
 

National Website: https://www.mcleaguelibrary.org/ 

15 April 2026 
 
From: Paul Grinde, Junior Vice Commandant 
To:    Skip Nakashima, Northwest Division Vice Commandant, Marine Corps League 
  samuri180@hotmail.com  
Via:  (1) Joseph Lamm, Commandant, Emerald Empire Detachment #917, Marine 

     Corps League mcldet917@gmail.com 

(2) William Sump, Commandant, Department of Oregon, Marine Corps League 
      Bulldog00718@msn.com 

Subj:  Request for Distinguished Citizen Medal – Bronze (Level B; C; and D 
          Detachment, Department and Division Award), and Distinguished Citizen 
          Award Certificate; case of Robert (Bob) E. Johnson 
 
Ref: 2025 NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES ENCLOSURE (4),  

4a. Distinguished Citizen Medal- Bronze (Current) (See Note 1), and 
CERTFICATES 1. Distinguished Citizen Award Certificate 

 
Encl: (a) Garrett Airesearch, Allied-Signal Aerospace Company, Airesearch, Los 
               Angeles, Division, Company History Mural, created by Robert (Bob) E. 
               Johnson 
 (b)  Sutherlin, Oregon, 100 Year Anniversary, presents The Wall American 
               Veterans Traveling Tribute, 2-Sided Advertising Card, artwork by Robert 
               (Bob) E. Johnson 
 (c)  Poster Created by Robert (Bob) E. Johnson, for signing and selling to 
                raise funds for Sutherlin’s sponsorship of The Wall 
 (d)  Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 805, Roseburg, Oregon, Oregon 
               Memorial Traveling Wall, Wall Tri-Fold and Trailer 
 (e)  Veterans of Foreign Wars Remembrance Wall, Post 2468, 2-Sided 
               Advertising Card 
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      (f)  Battlefield Cross, Artwork done by Robert (Bob) E. Johnson, submitted 
            to Washington, DC for approval for placement at the VA Medical Center, 
            Roseburg, Oregon; outside Building Number 1 
      (g)  Singleton Park Project, New Design created by Robert (Bob) E. Johnson, 
             Project Tri-Fold Brochure 
      (h)  Tommy Lowell Tucker Bronze Statue, Madras, Oregon, Framed Drawing 
             done by Robert (Bob) E. Johnson, and presented to the Mayor of Madras 
 
 
1. Gentlemen, I was put in contact with a Marine Veteran of the Korean War.  This 
Marine veteran, Robert (Bob) E. Johnson, is 100% service-connected disabled and 
relies upon his wife Carol to take care of him.  While talking with Bob and Carol, I 
became aware of the many projects he has worked on following his Marine Corps 
service.  With his love of art/drawing/ and design, he became a design engineer. 
 
2.  Bob went to work for Garrett Airesearch spending 25 plus years working on many 
projects like the one shown in reference (a).  His work entailed having a Secret 
Clearance, given project conceptual ideas and turning those ideas into actual 
drawings.  The mural shown in reference (a) was a project the company asked him to 
create to show the company’s history.  This company went on to be known as 
Honeywell. 
 
3.  After retiring to the area between Sutherlin, Oregon and Elkton, Oregon, Bob 
donated his talents to create the artwork shown in reference (b).  Also to assist with 
this project, Bob created the poster shown in reference (c).  Bob signed and sold these 
posters to raise money for the City of Sutherlin to cover the cost of sponsoring The 
Wall as part of the city’s 100 Anniversary, and to Honor those veterans displayed on 
the traveling wall. 
 
4.  Reference (d) shows the Oregon Memorial Traveling Wall. This memorial is for 
those Oregonians that served and died in the service of their country. The wall and 
trailer art were created by Bob.  He signed and sold posters, that are shown in 
reference (c), to help raise the money for this project. 
 
5.  Reference (e) shows VFW Post 2468, Roseburg, Oregon is the proud host of one of 
the first QR code driven remembrance walls.  The wall was designed by Bob, and he 
was able to provide the VFW Commander the name of Victory Builders, in California.  
This company was associated with building aspects of Disneyland.  Victory Builders 
built the wall. 
 
6.  Reference (f) is the Battlefield Cross.  Bob created the design/artwork that was sent 
to Washington, DC for approval to be placed in the VA Cemetery, Roseburg, Oregon.  
However, with the rifle depicted in the design, it was not approved for placement in the 
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Cemetery but was approved for placement on the VA Medical Center property and is 
proudly displayed in front of Building One. 
 
7.  Reference (g) is the Singleton Park Project to redesign an old fishing accessibility 
area to make it safer and more efficient.  Bob designed the project, as shown on the 
drawings, and he also sat on the Board of Directors of Oregon Accessible Recreation. 
 
8.  Reference (h) is Bob presenting his drawing of the Tommy Lowell Tucker Bronze 
memorial statue in Madras, Oregon.  Not only did Bob do the drawing, he had it framed 
but travelled to Madras to present it to the City of Madras.  Bob is presenting it to the 
Mayor of Madras. 
 
9.  Bob has participated, as a passenger, during a Patriot Guard Riders event that 
traveled from Portland, to Medford, and then on to Bend, Oregon. 
 
10.  This Marine Corps veteran has donated his time, and design talents to these many 
projects.  He signed and sold his posters to raise money to cover costs of projects.  All 
of this over many years.  He has never received any formal recognition for his efforts.  
Our detachment believes recognition of this Marine’s efforts are Long Overdue.  As 
such, we believe his actions warrant consideration for the Distinguished Citizen Medal 
at the Detachment, Department and Division levels of the Marine Corps League.  We 
believe that he should be considered for the Distinguished Citizen Award Certificate at 
the Detachment, Department and Division levels of the Marine Corps League. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
 

Paul A. Grinde 
Junior Vice Commandant 
 

 

 

 

   

 
The prime authority of the League is derived from its Congressional charter and from its annual National Convention. It is a not-for-profit 
organization within the provisions of the Internal Revenue Service Code 501(c) (4), with a special group exemption letter which allows 
for contributions to the Marine Corps League, its Auxiliary and subsidiary units, to be tax deductible by the donor.  The Emerald Empire 
Detachment #917 provided you with no goods, services, or benefits for your contribution.  Emerald Empire Detachment is a subsidiary 
unit of the Marine Corps League; Emerald Empire Detachment # 917 Tax ID #: 93-1176477 
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Reference (a) 
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Reference (b) 
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Reference (c) 
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Reference (d) 
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Reference (e) 
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Reference (f) 
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Reference (g) 
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Reference (h) 

 


