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Our next monthly meeting is:  15 October 2025 

 

A GREAT MARINE PASSED – AND REPORTED 

FOR DUTY ON HEAVEN’S SCENE 

October 2025 NEWSLETTER
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Creswell 4th of July Parade – 4 July 2011 
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Bill Call with his Vietnam era USMC Communications jeep.  Riding with Bill is Bill 

Cummings (who was a communicator in Vietnam). 

 

We asked Bill if he would attend the parade, and he did.  Driving down from Portland 

with his pickup pulling his hauling trailer with the jeep inside. 

 

 
 

Presentation of Plaque for Supporting the Emerald Empire Detachment #917, Marine 

Corps League, in the Creswell 4th of July parade.  Just a small glimpse into what Bill’s 

Place was like inside. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Bill & Shirley Cummings Inurnment Ceremony 

 

 

 

On 12 September 2025, an Inurnment Ceremony was conducted for Bill & Shirley Cummings 

at the Springfield Memorial Gardens at the NEW Veterans area. 

There was a United States Marine Corps Color Guard, which conducted the flag display, 

folding, and presentation to the family member on behalf of the President of the United States, 

the United States Marine Corps and A Grateful Nation. 

It was a small service for family and they invited the Marine Corps League friends and 

members to attend.  Attending on behalf of the Emerald Empire Detachment #917, was Stephen 

& Lois Price, Craig & Kelli Myers, and Paul Grinde. 

Bill & Shirley’s ceremony was the first one conducted at the New Veterans Memorial area.  

There was one other couple who were inurned there but there was no ceremony. 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



8 
 

 

 

 

With out YOU, and NEW Members this is what can happen!!!!!!! 

As of this publishing: 

 Coquille River #1042 Detachment, Department 

of Oregon 

No Longer Exists 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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To Get E-Tickets, Go to: 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/department-of-oregon-marine-corps-

leagues-raffle--2025 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Niel Laudati, Assistant City 

Manager for the City of 

Springfield, Oregon, has 

written up and submitted a 

request for a GRANT from 

the State of Oregon.  This 

grant will be for the 

placement of another new 

bench in the Willamalane 

Parks and Recreation 

Veterans’ Park.  This new bench will be placed in Memory of our Past Members of the Emerald 

Empire Detachment’s.  We are still waiting to hear back. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

3 October – Russell Smith Deceased 

3 October – Paul Grinde 

5 October – Chuck Lang 

28 October 1939 – David Denton 

Deceased 

28 October – Nancy Lukasik 

Please take a moment and remember each of them on the “Anniversary-of-the-

Day-They-Were-Born.” 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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CORPSMAN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelli Myers – Please keep Kelli in your thoughts and prayers as her sister battles 

cancer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Lamm – Joseph was in attendance at the September meeting.  Walking Boot 

and all.  Says he has been in it now for one month and will start the second month 

and see how it goes.  He said the doctor told him about 8 – 12 weeks.  So, it is going 

to be a month-to-month thing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raymond Miller – Ray is still on the wait list for Physical Therapy in October.  The 

neurosurgeon will see Ray after completion of the physical therapy for an MRI. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kim Lonberg – Kim wrote:  We go to Seattle this Wednesday (10 September) for 

pre-op and then AJ’s surgery is on the 16th. I am currently on FMLA because we 

cannot leave him alone anymore. 

I cannot express how much I appreciate you all for all your help and support. You all 

mean the world to me.  Thank you. Kim 

It seems that before the surgery a blood test revealed a possible risk concerning 

a blood clotting issue.  So, the surgery was cancelled and A.J. was sent home.  As 

can be expected A.J. was upset that yet another delay in addressing his seizures.   

And everyone was exhausted.  It appears that there is now a 2–3-week delay 

before the surgery will take place. 

To make things even more stressful, A.J. daughter’s hand got slammed in a 

door.  So, she is dealing with a couple broken fingers. 

 

Keep Kim, A.J. and the whole family in your thoughts and prayers. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Fund-Raising Breakfast 

Service for Sunday, 

21 September 2025 
 
 

 

At the 21 September 2025 fund-raising breakfast 29 paid meals were served.  One was at 

$5.00, since the bartender who we normally feed for free insisted on paying $5.00 anyway.  

The total for meals is: $285.00.  We also received $7.00 in tips. 
 

The GRAND TOTAL received was:  $292.00. 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Emerald Empire Young 
Marines 

Hi Paul, 

 

I just wanted to share an event the Young Marines just participated in 

today.  Since it was an off-drill weekend and this was the first week 

back to school, we only had 3 YMs and myself able to volunteer. 
 

We were invited by the Rogue Valley Young Marines to participate in 

a flag retirement ceremony for a 40'x80' flag in Grants Pass.  It was a 

pretty special event.  YM LCpl Bartlett made a slide show of all the 

pictures for our social media: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1BVSxrAdyW/ 
 

Also, here are a couple of links to some videos of the flag being lowered and the new one being raised.  The 

Kiwanis club raised the $4500 foe the new flag. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1EXgBcjQwa/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/17Dd7tymjL/ 
 

Thanks, Casey 

 

Young Marines Needs More Registered Adults and More Young Marines 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Marine Corps League “Mission Statement” 
Marine Corps League Mission Statement (As shown on our detachment website) 

 
Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie and fellowship for the purpose of preserving 

the traditions and promoting the interests of the United States Marine Corps, banding together those who are 

now serving in the United States Marine Corps and those who have been honorably discharged from that 

service that they may effectively promote the ideals of American freedom and democracy, voluntarily aiding 

and rendering assistance to all Marines, former Marines, FMF Navy Corpsmen, FMF Navy Chaplains, 

Associate Members, and to their widows and orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the United States Marine 

Corps and by fitting acts to observe the anniversaries of historical occasions of particular interest to Marines. 

 

------------------------ 

 
The Mission of the Marine Corps League (as shown on national website) 

 
The mission of the Marine Corps League is to promote the interest and to preserve traditions of the 
United States Marine Corps; strengthen the fraternity of Marines and their families; serve Marines, 

FMF Corpsmen, and FMF Chaplains who wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe, and Anchor; and 
foster the ideals of Americanism and patriotic volunteerism. 

 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

LEAGUE PATCHES 

The detachment bought Marine Corps League 

patches (regular and associate).  These are 

available for purchase for those persons 

wishing to buy new league shirts, or replace old 

league shirts. 

 

Regular Patches are $4.00 each 

 

Associate Patches are $7.00 each 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Emerald Empire Detachment #917 Advertising Pens 

 

The pens are available to detachment members for $1.00 each pen.  This covers the cost of the 
pens and earns the detachment approximately 23 cents per pen. 

 

The pens are for handing out to Marines, Corpsmen, Chaplains, and persons we want to try 

and recruit for membership.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Hats & Visors  

 Eagle, globe, anchor & “Semper Fi” White Sun visors 

and Black Marine Corps League hats - $1.00 each – 

What a Deal.  Hats/Visors are now available at the 

monthly meetings. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

    

DETACHMENT COINS / CHIPS 

Available for $1.50 each which off-sets the cost of buying 

them and earns the detachment 45 cents on each one 

purchased.  They are available for purchase in-person 

during the monthly meetings and from the detachment 

paymaster. 

You can carry one on you as your representation of the detachment when “challenged.”  You 

can also give them out to Marines, FMF Corpsmen, FMF Chaplains, and persons who may want 

to be associate members as recruiting tools; or as gifts to family, friends, and acquaintances 

who are veterans themselves. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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EMERALD EMPIRE DETACHMENT # 917 
 OFFICERS & CONTACT INFORMATION:  

 
Commandant Joseph Lamm    Senior Vice-Commandant Stephen Price   
(541) 337-0539                    (541) 741-1772 

mrbugpest@aol.com                  lostrose7@msn.com            
 
 
Junior-Vice Commandant Paul Grinde              Judge Advocate Debbie Barker 
(541) 704-0150      (541) 746-9295      
beavers@epud.net       GunnyB7@charter.net 

Adjutant Raymond J. Miller    Paymaster Lois J. Price 
(H) (541) 689-9456     (541) 741-1772 
ray.miller.usmc@gmail.com                lostrose7@msn.com 
 
Chaplain Joy Cavin     Web-Master Paul Grinde 
(541) 554-7982      (541) 704-0150 
Nightlight@comcast.net     beavers@epud.net 

Sgt-at-Arms Matthew Scott    Junior Past-Commandant Dave Huber 
(541) 870-2703      (541) 554-1894 
Uneedmas4@gmail.com             dave_huber@outlook.com  
 

Moose Lodge 1726 
2011 Laura Street 

Springfield, OR 97477-2100 
Phone: (541) 746-3321 

3rd Wednesday of the Month 
 

Dinner @ 1800 hours 
 

Meeting Starts @ 1900 hours 

 

Mailing address: 
Emerald Empire Detachment #917 

PO Box 70455 Springfield, OR 97475 

 

Detachment E-mail Address: 
mcldet917@gmail.com  

 

Detachment Facebook Page: MCL Detachment 917 

  

Detachment Web Site: https://marinecorpsleaguedet917.org   
 

Department Web Site:  http://www.mcl-oregon.org  
 

National Website: www.mcleaguelibrary.org  

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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2025 Meeting Dates 
MARK YOUR 2025 CALENDARS NOW 

(3rd Wednesday of the month) 

 

15 October 2025 (Sauerkraut & brats, German potato salad, German 
Chocolate Cake) 

 

19 November 2025 (Turkey with stuffing, gravy, mashed potatoes, 

green beans, pumpkin pie) 

 

17 December 2025 (Ham, Scalloped potatoes, tossed salad and roll) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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2025 Fund-Raising Breakfast 

Dates 
MARK YOUR 2025 CALENDARS NOW 

(3rd Sunday of the month) 

 

19 October 2025 

 

16 November 2025 

 

21 December 2025 


